
A bold approach to 
studying the Bible

Why Is Jesus So Radical? Discussions from Matthew and Luke

LESSON SCRIPTURE

Why did God come as a baby? Luke 2:1-20  
(Jesus is born)

Can we really beat temptation? Matthew 4:1-11  
(Temptation of Christ)

What does it really mean to follow Jesus? Matthew 4:18-25  
(Jesus begins his public ministry)

How can I tell if Jesus cares enough to act in my situation? Matthew 9:18-26 (Healing Jairus’  
daughter and a bleeding woman)

What does it mean if Jesus really is God’s Son? Luke 9:18-36 (Peter’s confession  
and the Transfiguration)

Why did Jesus tell such confusing stories? Matthew 13:24-45  
(Kingdom parables)

Was Jesus racist, or sexist—or both? Matthew 15:21-28 (Jesus compares  
a Canaanite woman to a dog)

What’s Jesus got against grown-ups? Luke 18:15-17  
(Jesus blesses children)

What was really going on at Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem? Luke 19:29-44  
(Triumphal entry)

What if God wants more than I want to give? Matthew 26:36-55 (Jesus prays  
in Gethsemane, then is arrested)

Did God really disown Jesus on the cross? Matthew 27:32-55  
(Jesus is crucified)

Resurrection seems so impossible…how can I believe in a literal  
“Easter” story?

Matthew 27:62–28:15  
(Jesus returns to life)

How can I know Jesus is really alive today? Luke 24:36-53 (Jesus appears to the 
disciples, then ascends to heaven)
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LESSON SCRIPTURE

What does it mean that “the Lord looks at the heart”? 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (Samuel anoints  
David as the future king)

What do I do when God’s people are enemies of each other? 1 Samuel 18:5-16 (Saul tries to  
kill David)

Is it okay to complain to God in prayer? Psalm 142 (David prays while running 
from Saul)

What is God’s role in war and politics? 2 Samuel 5:1-10 (David conquers 
Jerusalem and consolidates his kingdom)

Why is God so violent? Psalm 21 (David rejoices at the 
establishment of his kingdom in Jerusalem)

David was a liar, adulterer, and murderer…so why is he a hero of 
our faith?

2 Samuel 11:1–12:14 (David sins  
with Bathsheba)

If God forgives me, then why do I still get punished for my sins? Psalm 51 (David’s prayer after his sin  
with Bathsheba is exposed)

What do I do with my sorrow? 2 Samuel 18:9–19:8 (The awful end of 
Absalom’s rebellion against David)

How do I handle betrayal? Psalm 41 (David’s prayer when he is sick 
and betrayed by enemies)

How can I know, and pursue, God’s plan for my family’s future? 1 Chronicles 17:1-15 (God promises  
that David’s son will build the Temple)

What’s my story in God’s eyes? Psalm 30 (David’s testimony in a  
song of dedication for the Temple)

What does God want my legacy to be? 1 Chronicles 28:1-20 (David’s last  
public acts) 

Why does it feel like God sometimes doesn’t keep the promises 
made in the Bible?

Psalm 1 (Promises for the righteous  
and the wicked)

How Can We Be Fully Faithful When We’re Fully Flawed?   
Discussions from 1-2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, Psalms
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LESSON SCRIPTURE

Can God change someone—even if they don’t want to be changed? Acts 9:1-19 (Saul’s conversion)

Why should I praise God when my life is hard?
Acts 16:16-34  
(Paul and Silas sing in prison)

Can I be good enough to please God?
Galatians 3:1-14  
(Old Testament law and faith)

What does a life of freedom look like? Galatians 5:1-15 (Freedom in Christ)

How can I get along with others—even when I don’t feel like it?
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22  
(Paul’s advice for Christians)

Is my pastor better than your pastor?
1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:4-9  
(Divisions in the church)

How far can I take God’s grace?
1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
(Not everything is good for you)

Where do I fit in the body of Christ?
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
(The body of Christ)

How can I get through the hard times in life? 2 Corinthians 4:5-18 (We are pressed 
but not crushed)

Why should I be generous when others have more than I do?
2 Corinthians 8:1-15  
(Generosity in giving)

Shouldn’t people clean up before they come to God? Romans 5:1-11 (Christ died for us  
while we were still sinners)

Is it okay for Christians to smoke? Romans 14 (Criticism and  
judgment in the church) 

Why would God want to make an example of me? Ephesians 2:1-10 (We are saved by 
God’s grace)

A bold approach to 
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Why Is Grace So Amazing?
Discussions from Acts, Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, and 1 Thessalonians
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Is God in Control of My Life? 
Discussions from Joshua, Ruth, and Esther A bold approach to 

studying the Bible
LESSON SCRIPTURE

Does God expect me to be strong and courageous? Joshua 1:1-9 (God’s charge to Joshua)

Why are imperfect people a part of God’s plan? Joshua 2:1-21 (Rahab and the spies)

Why does God’s plan seem so complicated? Joshua 6:1-21 (The walls of Jericho)

How does my sin impact others?
Joshua 7:1, 19-26  
(The sin and punishment of Achan)

How can we live with integrity in a world that does not?
Joshua 9:3-21  
(The Gibeonites trick Israel)

Why would God protect lawbreakers?
Joshua 20:1-9 
(Joshua establishes cities of refuge)

How do my relationships affect my walk with God?
Joshua 23:6-16  
(Joshua’s final instructions to the Israelites)

Why does God use tragedy as part of his plan?
Ruth 1:6-18  
(Ruth follows Naomi—and God)

Are my actions alone enough to let others know I’m a Christian? Ruth 2:1-13 (Ruth works in Boaz’s fields)

What is a redeemer, and what does this have to do with me today?
Ruth 4:1-12  
(Boaz as the guardian-redeemer)

When is it okay to hide my faith?
Esther 2:8-20  
(Esther becomes queen) 

How far should I go to right a wrong? Esther 4:8-17  
(Esther’s vow to approach the king)

How do I know God is in control? Esther 7  
(Haman’s plot is revealed)
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